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October  12,  1973 


The  Honorable  Thomas  L.  Judge 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Montana 
State  Capitol  Building 
Helena,  Montana  59601 

Dear  Governor  Judge: 

In  accordance  with  Sections  82-4001  and  82-4002,  R.C.M.,  1947,  there 
is  herewith  transmitted  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1973. 

Major  accomplishments  during  the  year  include: 

•Implementation  of  a  Transportation  Specialist"  program 
to  efficiently  represent  agriculture  and  rural  interests. 

•Participation  in  a  Japanese  market  promotion  involving 
Montana  products  through  cooperation  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  International  Trade  Council. 

•Granted  thirteen  direct  livestock  loans  to  young  people 
and  rural  youth  groups  as  part  of  an  expanded  rural 
development  effort. 

•Achieved  better  horticulture  products  inspection  with 
reduced  expenditures. 

•Developed  and  initiated  a  "grain  market  news  service"  in 
cooperation  with  the  Montana  Extension  Service. 

•Implemented  the  new  commercial  feed  law, 

•Coordinated  efforts  resulting  in  reduced  intra-state 
transportation  costs  on  feed  barley. 


Respectfully  submitted 


George  Laekman 
Commissioner 
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LEGAL  REFERENCES 

Tlio  1889  Constitution,  in  Section  1,  Article  XVIII,  and  the  ]972 
Constitution  in  Section  1,  Article  XII,  provide  for  a  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

The  Department's  major  responsibilities  are  to  promote  the  economic 
growth  of  Montana's  agricultural  and  allied  industries.   Promulgate 
and  enforce  regulations  relating  to  the  production  and  marketing  of 
food  and  fiber  products  to  serve  the  betterment  of  producers  and  also 
serve  for  the  protection  of  the  consumer. 

Tho  duties  and  powers  of  this  Department  are  specifically  cnumcr.itcd 
in  Sections  3-101  through  3-2920,  14-418,  16-1105,  16-1106,  16-708 
through  16-708.3,  16-4201  through  16-4214,  27-213  through  27-245, 
80-501  through  82A-305,  84-3001  through  84-3015,  84-3401  through  84- 
3416,  90-201,  R.C.M.  1947. 
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PRINCIPAL  GOALS 

Promote  the  economic  growth  and  best  interest  of  Montana's  agriculture 
and  allied  industries.  Promulgate  and  enforce  regulations  relating  to 
the  production  and  marketing  of  food  and  fiber  products  to  serve  the 
betterment  of  producers  and  also  serve  the  interest  of  the  consumers  of 
agricultural  products. 

Administer  and  supervise  these  various  program  functions  in  a  manner 
to  best  discharge  the  responsibilites  of  the  Department  to  the  public 
trust. 
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MAJOR  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

1.  In  cooperation  with  producer  and  commodity  interests,  a 
"Specialized  Transportation  Program"  was  developed  to  provide 
the  Department  an  advanced  level  of  expertise  in  representing 
rural  and  agricultural  interests  in  transportation  matters. 

2.  Coordinated  Montana's  participation  in  the  Tokyo  Food  Fair  a 
first  regional  effort  in  foreign  market  promotion  involving 
Montana  products  other  than  wheat. 

3.  The  Junior  Livestock  Loan  Project  within  the  Montana  Rural 
Rehabilitation  Assets  program  became  operational  resulting  in 
thirteen  direct  loans  being  granted  to  young  people  and  farm 
youth  groups  in  rural  Montana.  Preliminary  requirements  of 

a  new  "Student  Loan  Program"  were  completed  with  implementation 
expected  in  fiscal  1974. 

4.  Achieved  more  efficient  horticulture  products  inspection 
services  with  reduced  budget  expenditures  through  consolidation 
of  inspection  districts,  application  of  a  part-time  employee 
concept  and  a  specialized  training  program. 

5.  The  Montana  Wheat  Research  and  Marketing  Division,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Montana  Extension  Service,  completed  the  pilot  phase 

of  a  "grain  market  news  service"  for  grain  producers.   The  news 
service  project  became  an  ongoing  program  of  the  Division  in 
July,  1973. 
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6.  Implementation  of  the  new  commercial  feed  law  improved  the 
Department's  capability  to  assure  consumers  that  the  feed 
products  offered  for  sale  in  this  State  meet  prescribed  require- 
ments. 

7.  Coordinated  negotiations  with  a  major  railroad  and  received  a 
reduction  intransportation  costs  for  barley  moving  from  within 
the  state  to  our  growing  feed  lot  industry. 
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PROGRAM  INVENTORY  AND  COST  ANALYSIS  SUMMARY 


COST  SUMMARY  BY  PROGRAM 


Centi^aiized  Services  (Administration) 

Rural  Rehabilitation 
Agricultural  Statistics 
Pesticide  Control 
Commercial  Feed  £  Fertilizer 
Horticulture 

Wheat  Research  6  Marketing 
Marketing  Coordinator 
Grain  Laboratories 
Apiary  Regulation 

TOTAL  PROGRAMS 


FY  1972-73 
85,406 

133,255 
38,705 
55,001 
78,515 

128,567 

172,196 
17,652 

180,839 
5,8H8 

$   895,994 


FY  1971-72 
84,511 

144,719 
33,845 
34,735 
94,027 

129,939 

173,524 
17,598 

203,257 
4,051 


Increase 
(Decrease) 

895 

(11,464)  1/ 

4,860 

20,266  21 

(15,512)  y 

(1,372) 

(1,328) 

64 

(22,418)  4/ 

1,797 


$  920,206     $  (24,212) 


SUMMARY  BY  OBJECT 


Personal  Services 
Operating  Expenses 
Equipment 
Capital  Outlay 
Grants 

TOTAL  BY  OBJECT 


496,481 

499,005 

(2,525) 

151,649 

134,505 

17,144 

5,579 

24,175 

(17,595) 

3,037 

-0- 

3,037 

1/ 

238,248 

252,520 

(24,272) 

$   895,994 


$  920,206      $  (24,212) 


-7- 


SUMMARY  OF  FUNDING 


FY  1972-73 


Increase 
FY  1971-72    (Decrease) 


General  fund  317,179 

r.arnuirked  Revenue  Fund  259,355 

Federal  f.  Private  Revenue  Fund 

Marketing  Services  Account  7,658 

Federal  £  Private  Grant  Clearance  Fund 

Rural  Rehabilitation  Account  133,255 

Revolving  Fund 

Wheat  Research  &  Marketing  Account       178, 5^7 


291,320      25,859 
297,284     (37,929) 


7,478 


179,405 


180 


144,719      (11,464) 


(858) 


TOTAL  FUNDING 


$   895,994 


$  920,026    $  (24,212) 


1/  Decrease  Purchase  of  F.H.A.  Approved  Notes. 

2/   Progi-'am  first  complete  year  of  operation. 

3/   Due  to  reduction  in  funds,  economy  measures  taken  to  bring  expenditures 
in  line  with  revenue. 

4/   Reflects  structural  change  in  grain  marketing  patterns. 

5/  Building  needs  due  to  expanded  services. 
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PROGRAM  -  CENTRALIZED  SERVICES  (ADMINISTRATION) 


GOAL: 


Provide  an  efficient  system  to  coordinate  inter-divisional  autliorlty 
and  accountability  in  administrative  functions  for  effective  dis- 
charge of  departmental  responsibility. 


OBJECTIVE: 

Provide  a  system  for  assignment  of  program  functions  and  accountability 
to  achieve  effective  administrative  control  of  department  operations. 

Provide  departmental  fiscal  and  budget  control  program.  Maintain 
official  records  of  department  employees. 

Supervise  purchasing,  telephone  service,  records  management,  and  other 
general  service  functions  for  the  department. 

Maintain  an  ongoing  program  for  the  supervision  and  enforcement  of 
Montana  grain  and  seed  law  regulations. 

Administer  Rural  Rehabilitation  funds  in  a  manner  to  aid  rural  develop- 
ment projects  in  compliance  with  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by 
the  Federal  government. 


ACHIEVEMENTS : 

Realignment  and  application  of  better  operations  systems  has  provided 
more  cross-program  responsibility  coordination  and  has  made  the  Division 
more  adaptable  to  changing  priorities. 

An  orderly  and  well  documented  Rural  Development  Program  was  made 
effective  which  after  substantial  planning  and  organizing  resulted  in 
thirteen  Junior  Livestock  Loans  to  rural  farm  youths. 

Adaptation  has  been  accomplished  within  the  Division  to  accommodate 
the  Statewide  Budgeting  and  Accounting  System. 

The  necessary  procedural  requirements  have  been  implemented  to  administer 
and  enforce  the  regulations  of  a  new  "Seed"  law  and  amended  "Grain" 
laws. 
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PROGRAM  -  AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS 


GOAL; 

To  collect,  prepare  and  publish  agricultural  statistics  by  county 
for  Montana  and  to  assist  in  the  collection  and  preparation  of 
selected  agricultural  statistics  and  special  statistics  on  a  State- 
wide basis.   Data  are  collected  in  conjunction  with  U.S.D.A.  surveys 
and/or  special  surveys,  through  the  cooperative  agreement  between  the 
Montana  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Statistical  Reporting 
Service,  U.S.D.A. 


OBJECTIVE; 

Design  and  conduct  appropriate  surveys  to  obtain  needed  data. 

Employ  new  sampling  procedures  and  the  latest  data  processing  techniques. 

Investigate  needs   for  new  types  of  agricultural  statistics  on  a  State 
and  county  basis. 

ACHIEVEMENTS : 

Utilization  of  computer  summarization  for  most  State-Federal  cooperative 
statistical  projects. 

Preparation  of  statistics,  assembly  and  publication  of  the  Biennial 
issue  of  MONTANA  AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS,  Volume  XIV,  December  1972. 
This  contains  the  most  required  and  used  data  on  Montana  agriculture — 
including  county  statistics  under  the  cooperative  program.  Statistics 
from  matched  fund  projects  and  regular  U.S.D.A.  sources.   About  3,000 
copies  were  distributed. 

A  publication  CATTLE  ON  FEED  BY  COUNTIES  as  of  January  1,  1973.   This 
answers  numerous  requests  for  more  localized  data  on  Montana's  growing 
cattle  feeding  industry. 

Two  publications,  MONTANA  WHEAT  MOVEMENT  SUMMARY,  January-June  1971 
and  1972  and  July-December  1971  and  1972,   A  matched  funds  project 
supported  in  part  by  the  Wheat  Commission  provides  needed  data  on  mode 
and  direction  of  wheat  shipped  out  of  State.   Attached  to  the  last  issue 
was  a  summarization  of  movement  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  utilization 
for  milling  and  export. 

A  quarterly  publication  STOCKS  of  GRAIN  on  farms  and  in  commercial 
elevators,  using  data  from  State  sources  and  U.S.D.A.  surveys.   Stocks 
of  wheat  in  Montana  storages,  both  farm  and  commercial,  were  shown 
separately  for  major  class  (winter  and  spring)  through  a  matched  funds 
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project  supported  in  part  by  the  Montana  Wheat  Commission.   These 
wheat  stocks  by  class,  unique  to  Montana  and  other  northwest  States, 
provide  producers, the  Wheat  Commission  and  Western  Wheat  Associates 
with  needed  added  information. 

A  publication  1971  MONTANA  CHERRY  ORCHARD  SURVEY  which  showed  number 
of  cherry  trees  by  age  and  variety  and  other  cherry  statistics.   The 
State's  sweet  cherry  industry  is  healthy  with  nearly  two  and  one-half 
times  as  many  trees  as  20  years  ago  and  a  good  mix  of  young  and  old 
trees. 
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PROGRAM  -  PESTICIDE  CONTROL 


GOAL: 

To  control  the  useage  and  sale  of  pesticides  for  the  protection 

of  Montana's  citizens  and  their  environment,  while  continuing 

to  provide  for  sufficient  production  of  quality  food  and  fibre 
products. 


OBJECTIVE; 

Register  all  pesticide  products  and  license  applicators,  dealers, 
and  retailers  for  enforcement  and  control  requirements.   Imple- 
ment a  pesticide  liability  regulation  as  required  by  law. 

Provide  comprehensive  study  materials  and  examinations  for  applica- 
tors and  dealers.   Initiate  programs  for  continuing  inspection  and 
evaluation  of  applicators  and  dealers  to  monitor  qualification  com- 
pliance. 

Investigate  all  environmental  and  crop  damages  and  implement 
necessary  preventative  and  remedial  programs. 


ACHIEVEMENTS : 

Seven  specialized  training  sessions  were  conducted  to  upgrade 
applicator  qualifications. 

Examinations  for  licensing  applicators  and  dealers  were  held  in 
fourteen  locations  throughout  the  State  in  an  effort  to  expedite 
and  facilitate  public  compliance  with  the  regulations. 

Investigated  the  following  programs  and  problems  relating  to  pesticide 
usage: 

Control  of  big  sagebrush  in  Beaverhead  County 

Investigated  several  herbicide  damage  problems  in  the  Havre 
area. 

Evaluated  the  rabid  skunk  control  program  in  northeastern 
Montana. 

The  departmental  council  on  rodents  and  rabid  skunks  completed  their 
review  and  evaluation  of  these  programs;  prepared  an  interim  report 
and  legislation  for  the  43rd  legislature.   Council  activities  ended 
June  30,  1973  and  a  final  report  has  been  prepared. 
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PROGRAM  -  COMMERCIAL  FEED  AND  FERTILIZER 


GOAL; 

The  connnercial  feed  and  fertilizer  program  provides  controls  to 
assure  the  consumers  of  these  products  that  the  products  offered 
for  sale  in  this  state  are  of  the  quality  stated  on  the  labels. 


OBJECTIVE: 

Administratively  to  obtain  enactment  of  adequate  laws  to  provide 
essential  controls  and  to  enforce  those  laws  that  are  in  effect 
to  the  maximum  benefit  of  agriculture. 

Provide  an  inspectional  service  that  can  adequately  council  the 

feed  and  fertilizer  industry  in  the  field,  can  detect  potential  problems 

so  they  can  be  corrected  before  difficulties  occur  and  can  take 

meaningful  samples  of  products  during  the  manufacturing  process  or 

as  they  are  being  offered  for  sale  so  the  degree  of  compliance  with 

label  claims  can  be  determined. 

Maintain  and  operate  a  competent  chemical  and  analytical  laboratory 
capable  of  providing  all  essential  chemical  analyses  needed  to 
operate  a  feed  and  fertilizer  control  program. 


ACHIEVEMENTS: 


A  new  feed  law  was  enacted  that  will  improve  the  capabilities  of 

the  department  in  feed  control  by  providing  additional  funds,  broader 

inspectional  power  and  other  updated  nationally  uniform  provisions. 

The  laboratory  has  added  the  capabilities  of  analyzing  for  the  drug 
M.G.A.  in  feeds,  detecting  quantitatively  very  low  levels  of  the  toxic 
elements  lead  and  mercury,  and  has  the  capacity  to  run  large  numbers 
of  protein  and  nitrogen  analyses  economically  as  these  two  procedures 
have  been  partially  automated  using  the  auto-analyzer. 

Registration,  licensing  and  collection  of  fees  have  progressed  at  a 
normal  rate.   Sampling  and  inspections  have  run  at  about  the  normal 
level  with  inspections  indicating  a  general  improvement  in  most 
operations.   Laboratory  analyses  indicate  very  few  fertilizer  products 
falling  below  claim.   Feed  manufacturers  continue  to  have  some 
difficulty  maintaining  vitamin  A  guarantees. 
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PROGRAM  -  HORTICULTURE 


GOAL: 

To  control  the  quality  of  all  home  grown  and  imported  fresh 
fruit  and  vegetables,  nursery  stock  and  dry  edible  beans. 
Establish  an  effective,  efficient  method  to  serve  consumers, 
buyers,  and  sellers  of  produce,  nursery  stock  and  dry  edible 
beans.   To  aid  in  the  marketing  of  these  commodities  and  to 
protect  the  consumer. 


OBJECTIVE; 

Develop  more  effective  regulatory  laws  to  control  the  marketing 
of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  and  nursery  stock. 

Continue  training  programs,  staff  meetings  to  establish  field 
inspector  expertise  ncessary  to  serve  the  trade. 

Continue  to  assist  U.S.D.A.  and  other  Federal  agencies  in  the 
marketing  of  Agricultural  products. 

Cooperate  with  U.S.D.A.  on  development  of  new  programs  (Christmas 
Tree  inspection  Service). 


ACHIEVEMENTS : 

Consolidated  inspection  districts  provided  more  efficient  inspection 
service  with  reduced  budget  expenditure. 

Part-time  employee  concept  for  inspection  of  seasonal  commodities 
provided  increased  effectiveness  at  reduced  budget  expenditure. 

Consolidated  District  Office  in  Great  Falls  with  State  Department 
Grain  Service  providing  more  adequate  and  efficient  office 
facilities. 

Identified  and  recognized  critical  regulatory  problems  in  the  control 
of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  nursery  stock  marketing. 

Increased  responsiveness  to  consumer  complaints  on  inferior  grade 
qualities  in  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables. 
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PROGRAM  -  WHEAT  RESEARCH  AND  MARKETING 


GOAL: 

Encourage  and  promote   intensive,  scientific,  and  practical 
research  into  all  phases  of  wheat  culture  and  production,  market- 
ing and  use. 


OBJECTIVE : 

Continue  to  support  wheat  research  at  Montana  State  University. 

Provide  information  to  wheat  farmers  in  Montana  relative  to 
wheat  crop,  sales,  use  and  markets. 

Assist  in  developing  both  foreign  and  domestic  markets. 

Continue  efforts  to  establish  adequate  transportation  at  equitable 
rates  for  Montana  grain. 


ACHIEVEMENTS: 

The  division  hosted  five  separate  foreign  trade  teams  and  individuals 
to  Montana.   These  activities  established  factual  information  on  the 
size  and  quality  of  Montana's  wheat  crop. 

The  annual  crop  quality  report  was  given  wide  distribution  to  both 
domestic  and  foreign  buyers.   The  demand  for  this  type  of  information 
increases  every  year. 

The  division  supported  wheat  research  projects  at  Montana  State  University. 
Projects  supported  were: 

Developing  a  more  reliable  soils  test 

Improving  wheat  varieties  for  all  Montana  areas. 

Control  of  wheat  diseases  such  as  rust,  root  rots  and  Septoria. 

Testing  procedures  on  milling  and  baking  qualities  of  Montana 
wheats. 

Improving  water  utilization  through  various  cropping  sequences. 

Funds  were  provided  to  the  five  research  centers  in  Montana  in 
order  for  them  to  carry  out,  more  efficiently,  research  for  wheat. 

Developing  a  high-lysine,  barley  for  growing  under  Montana 
conditions. 
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Wheat  Day  was  observed  at  the  State  Fair  in  Great  Falls.   A  4-H 
scholarship  of  $150,00  was  provided  the  Montana  4-H  Foundation. 
A  State  "Day  of  Bread"  was  observed.   The  division  cooperated  with 
the  Montana  Cooperative  Extension  Service  in  providing  wheat  nutri- 
tion information.   The  efforts  of  the  Wheat  and  Wheat  Foods 
Foundation  were  continued. 

The  division  again  cooperated  with  the  Cooperative  Extension  Service 
in  co-sponsoring  a  traveling  marketing  seminar  to  the  Pacific 
Northwest  to  observe  export  operations. 

The  Montana  Wheat  Research  and  Marketing  Committee,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Montana  Extension  Service,  initiated  a  Market  News  Service 
for  wheat  producers.  A  toll  free  24  hour  market  report  has  received 
wide  acceptance  from  producers  as  well  as  country  elevator  operators. 
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PROGRAM  -  MARKETING  AND  STATISTICAL  UNIT  COORDINATOR 


GOAL; 

Assist  agricultural  interests  In  the  areas  of  marketing  service  re- 
quirements to  enable  Montana  products  to  move  in  the  market  channels 
In  an  economical  and  orderly  fashion  resulting  in  an  improvement  of 
returns  to  the  producing  sector  and  availability  of  a  quality  product 
for  the  consumer. 


OBJECTIVE; 

Cooperation  with  individual  and  collective  interests  to  develop  new 
and  improved  marketing  techniques  and  correct  existing  inefficiencies. 

Participation  in  domestic  and  foreign  trade  promotion  programs  to 
expand  market  outlets  for  Montana  agricultural  commodities. 

Provide  transportation  expertise  in  representing  rural  agriculture 
interests  before  official  regulatory  bodies,  to  secure  equitable  freight 
rates,  to  address  abandonment  of  service  actions,  and  to  obtain  efficient 
allocation  of  rail  and  truck  hauling  equipment. 

Collection  and  dissemination  of  marketing  information.   Administer 

state  portion  of  Federal-State  cooperative  statistical  reporting  service. 


ACHIEVEMENTS ; 

A  "Specialized  transportation  program"  was  developed  and  initiated  in 
the  division.   Preliminary  actions  are  now  completed  and  full  implemen- 
tation occurred  in  July,  1973.   The  Department  can  now  provide  an 
advanced  level  of  expertise  for  agriculturalists  as  well  as  others 
having  interests  in  transportation. 

Cooperative  participation  with  the  Pacific  Northwest  International 
Trade  Council  in  sponsoring  the  Tokyo  Food  Fair,  April,  1973.   This 
was  the  first  regional  trade  promotional  effort  involving  Montana 
products  other  than  wheat.   As  a  result  of  the  successful  first  effort, 
P.N.I.T.C.  has  scheduled  a  second  Japan  food  exhibition  and  has 
contracted  a  market  research  project  to  identify  demand  for  our  other 
products  In  Asia. 

Negotiated  with  a  major  railroad  in  establishing  reduced  rates  for 

feed  and  barley  moving  from  major  producing  areas  in  the  State  to  points 

serving  our  growing  feed  lot  industry. 

Secured  grant  funds  from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  to 
finance  special  projects. 
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1.  Mode  and  Director  of  Grain  Shipments 

2.  Grain  stock  by  class  and  districts 

3.  Wheat  Variety 

Initiation  and  completion  of  these  special  projects  are  accomplished 
through  cooperation  between  the  Statistical  Reporting  Service,  U.S.D.A. 
the  Montana  Wheat  Research  and  Marketing  Committee;  and  agency 
personnel. 
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PROGRAM  -  GRAIN  LABORATORY 


GOAL; 

Provide  official,  unbiased  grain  grading,  protein  testing,  and 
quality  factor  determination  services  to  producers,  dealers,  and 
other  grain  industry  interests. 


OBJECTIVE: 

Employ  acceptable  laboratory  techniques  to  insure  accurate  analysis. 

Cooperate  with  federal  agencies  to  achieve  uniformity  and  compliance 
with  federal  grain  standards. 

Administer  the  operations  of  the  program  to  maintain  a  self-sustaining 
revenue  condition  as  prescribed  by  the  legislative  codes. 


ACHIEVEMENTS : 

To  promote  efficiency  and  reduce  costs,  sampling  and  weighing 
facilities  at  Harlowton,  Lewistown  and  Shelby  were  discontinued 
effective  January  1,  1973. 


Continued  and  improved  the  special  service  program  designed  to 
accommodate  "submitted  rail  car  sample  inspections".   This  specialized 
system  of  sample  collection  and  processing  enables  shippers  to  have 
their  grain  tested  and  still  utilize  reduced  rates  which  do  not 
allow  inspection  in  transit.   Inspections  under  this  special  program 
in  fiscal  1973  increased  by  73  percent. 
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PROGRAM  -  APIARY  REGULATION 


GOAL: 

To  achieve  and  maintain  a  prosperous  and  thriving  beekeeping 
industry. 


OBJECTIVE; 

To  prevent  the  spread  of  disease  in  bee  colonies  by  inspection, 
quarantine,  and  registration  of  apiary  locations. 

To  prevent  the  overcrowding  of  bee  pastures  by  registration  of 
apiary  locations. 

Providing  information  concerning  disease  controls  and  good  management 
practices. 

Cooperate  with  other  state  and  federal  agencies  in  the  interstate 
movement  of  hives. 


ACHIEVEMENTS ; 

Supervised  the  allocation  of  territory  and  registration  of  75,813 
colonies,  an  increase  of  3,348  colonies  over  fiscal  1972. 

Cooperated  with  officials  in  other  states  in  the  inspection  of 
bees  in  interstate  shipment  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease. 
Colonies  inspected  for  import  and  export  increased  by  30%,  from 
13,895  colonies  in  fiscal  1972  to  17,995  colonies  in  fiscal  1973. 

Effective  inspection,  isolation  and  education  programs  have  reduced 
the  percent  of  identified  diseased  colonies  in  Montana  to  less  than 
one  percent. 

Implemented  adjustments  in  all  information,  consultation  and 
education  programs  to  reflect  a  24  percent  increase  in  the  number 
of  beekeepers  in  the  state. 
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